THE FLIGHT TO EVEREST
we had been flying for some ten minutes, and for the next
half-hour I had nothing to do but to sit conning over and
recapitulating in my mind my duties. This part of the journey
was the more humdrum because the plains and foothills below
were almost lost to view owing to the thick dust-haze which
had, unfortunately, on that day, chosen to rise to a phenomenal
height. Gradually the dull monochrome of the brown chequer-
boards of the ploughed fields of Bihar fused together into a
uniform carpet, and every now and then the cluster of tiny
rectangular roofs of a village stood out from the scene.
"This haze almost invariably ceases at about a 5,000 or 6,000
foot level; the present case its continuance above that height
was infuriating in the last degree.
"We did not rise clear of it until actually about 19,000 feet,
and so the southern ground control, which was the river
confluence near Komaltar, was practically invisible to the pilot.
He could not find it with sufficient accuracy, a decided mis-
fortune, since it was the point from which the photographic
survey was started.
"Nevertheless, I was just able to see an infinite tangle of the
brown mountains of Nepal, seamed with black forests, and
caught occasional glimpses of the swift Aruu river in its
gradually steepening valley as now and then I opened the
hatchway of the floor and looked down through thousands of
feet of purple space. We crossed the frontier of this forbidden
kingdom at 13,000 feet. Then, suddenly, a little after our craft
sprang clear of the haze into the wonderful translucent air of
the upper heights, and away to our right an amazing view of
Kangchenjunga in all its gleaming whiteness opened out against
the blue.
"For a few minutes nothing else could be seen against the sky
but this.
"Fumbling with the catches in my thick gloves, I threw up
the cockpit roof, put my head out into the icy slip-stream and
there over the pulsating rocker arms of the Pegasus, showing
level with us, was the naked majesty of Everest itself. Just a tiny
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